
PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
Once again, it appears that our sport is 

being threatened by the present adminis-
tration. It looks like the MN Legislature and 
Congress may be taking up Bills to restrict 
shooting and firearms ownership.

Your rights are being defended by your 
fellow shooters and many pro-shooting ori-
ented organizations such as the MRRA, NRA, 
MN Outdoor Heritage Alliance and many oth-
ers. If you do not want to give up your rights, 
you should be staying informed and be ready 
to contact your Legislators and Congressio-
nal Representatives.

It is important that you write, call or email. 
Let them know your feelings and speak up 
for our sport!

Contact Information for your Minnesota 
Representatives can be found at:
www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/districtfinder.aspx 

and 
www.gis.leg.mn/OpenLayers/districts/

NRA-ILA website has information about 
how to contact your Congressional Repre-
sentatives and the latest information:

www.nraila.org/
MRRA representatives are very active 

monitoring and addressing these issues. 
The true voice and strength of the MRRA 
is it members. The more members MRRA 
has the greater its influence in addressing 
these pressing issues. In order for MRRA to 
stay strong we must retain and increase our 
membership. I ask all members to use the 
membership application at the end of the 
newsletter to renew you membership. If your 
dues are current, please use the membership 
application to sign up you family members, 
friends or your shooting buddies. The annual 
membership fee is small, $15.00 but it is a 
big investment in our sport.

In this issue we are going to feature news 
and share a couple of stories by and about 
our Junior Shooters. In reading them, I hope 
you will see that there is hope for future 
generations of shooters. Finally, we note the 
passing of a long-time Minnesota rifle com-
petitor.

Best wishes and I hope all your shots are 
goods shots!

Regards, George Minerich

RIFLE AND
REVOLVER ASS’N

MRRA SPRING MEMBERSHIP & BOARD MEETINGS:
The Spring MRRA Membership and Board Meetings is scheduled for Saturday, 
March 29, 2014 at the Stars and Strikes Entertainment Center, 5063 273rd 
Street, Wyoming, MN 55092. 651-462-6000
The Membership meeting will start at 12:30 PM. The Board meeting is sched-
uled to start at 10:00 AM same date & location. All members are encouraged 
to attend.

MINNESOTA JUNIOR 
SHOOTERS RACK UP 
SHOOTING HONORS 

THIS WINTER
The Minnesota Rifle and Revolver Asso-

ciation wishes to congratulate the following 
Minnesota Junior Shooters for receiving first 
round invitations to the 2014 National Ju-
nior Olympic Rifle Championships (JORC) to 
be held in April at the US Olympic Training 
Center in Colorado Springs, CO.

Competing in Women’s Smallbore Rifle 
are, Samantha Peterson, Abby West, and Car-
men Fry. Men’s Smallbore Rifle competitors 
are Eric Hazelton and Patrick Sunderman. 
Competing in Women’s Air Rifle, Abby West, 
Elizabeth Ewert, Samantha Peterson, and 
Grace Taschuk. Finally, competing in Men’s 
Air Rifle, Luke Taschuk, and Patrick Sunder-
man.

JUNIORS TRAVEL TO 
BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA 

TO SHOOT IN 50 YARD 
INDOOR NRA REGIONAL 

CHAMPIONSHIP
While we were riding out the snowstorm 

and it’s after math that hit Minnesota on 
February 20, 2014 six area Junior Shooters 
traveled to Bismarck, ND to shoot in the NRA 
Regional Indoor Small Bore 50 Yard Three Po-
sition Championship. Carmen Fry , Eric Ha-
zelton Samantha Peterson, Abygail West (MN 
Jr. Clubs) and Nick Learn and Sami Learn 
(Superior, WI Jr. Club) represented our area. 
The Match was held on February 22 and 23 
with 31 Adult and Junior Shooters facing off. 
After two days of competitions Carmen Fry 
won the Gold Medal and Samantha Peterson 
brought home the Bronze Medal! All the oth-
er Juniors did well placing in the upper levels 
of their classes. Congratulations Juniors on 
a job well done!

MRRA MEETING DATES
March 29, 2014 - 10:00 AM Board Meeting, 12:30 PM Membership Meet-

ing, Stars & Strikes Entertainment Center, Wyoming, MN
June 21, 2014 - Board Meeting, Elk River Sportsman’s Club Range, Elk 

River, MN
Sept 6, 2014 - Board Meeting, Northwestern Gun Club Range, Duluth, MN
December 13, 2014 - 10:00 AM Board Meeting, 12:30 PM Membership 

Meeting, Stars & Strikes Entertainment Center, Wyoming, MN.
Remember, go to mrra.org for the latest updates!

MRRA.org
Minnesota Rifle & Revolver Association - Since 1932

FALL 2013 & SPRING 2014 NEWSLETTER
Remember to renew your MRRA Membership!

Remember to renew your MRRA Membership!
A membership application is located inside of the newsletter for you and your friends!



OPEN LETTER TO THE 
MEMBERS OF MINNESOTA RIFLE AND REVOLVER ASSOCIATION 

By Allie Jo Taschuk
This past fall, I was received the great honor of being awarded the 

National Rifle Association’s Outstanding Achievement Youth Award. 
This national award acknowledges one youth’s involvement in the 
shooting sports as well as their educational achievements. I was an 
invited guest at the NRA’s Board of Directors meeting in Fairfax, Vir-
ginia to receive this award. I met with dignitaries and supporters of 
our sport such as NRA President James Porter, Mr. Denton Browning, 
and Patricia Clark, etc. on a national level unknown to me before now. 
I very much enjoyed the NRA environment and would be welcoming 
of any further opportunities to show my support for this organization 
that has given me so much as well as helped shaped who I am and 
where I am today.

My youth career in the shooting sports started late in comparison 
to most. In air I began my sophomore year of high school, and even 
later in smallbore. It is important that I thank those who have helped 
me develop my skills successfully and rapidly, especially those in the 
shooting community. There are organizations and individuals that 
took the time to offer guidance, coach me, and write letters of rec-
ommendation. I believe it is this type of group that creates a condu-
cive environment for any potential shooter.

The American Legion Post 102 in Anoka has offered a place for my 
siblings and myself to gather with others to practice airgun. Their 
space was warm and welcoming. The Minneapolis Rifle Club (MRC)/
Minnetonka Game & Fish (MGF) afforded an outdoor facility to exer-
cise my smallbore skills. Without access to facilities to enhance my 
shooting experience, I would have been restricted on my options of 
where I could shoot collegiately. Besides the facilities, community 
members offered their time and experience; I would like to recognize 
some of these individuals.

Mr. Jerry Smith was my first coach while I shot for the American 
Legion. His enthusiasm for the shooting sports was infectious, and 
I was hooked one month into shooting sporter air rifle. Jerry also 
implemented the Winchester/NRA Marksmanship Qualification Pro-
gram, and offered me technical direction. This program tracked the 
progress of the new shooters so we could visualize our improvement.

“Thank you” as well to Chad Danielson for teaching the NRA classes 
and the access to your Superior, Wisconsin range for smallbore. Jodi 
Quiner, your strong knowledge of the shooting sport, and support 
played a large role in my development as a shooter as well. Specifi-
cally, I would like to thank you for aiding me in the process in which 
an athlete has to take when interested in competing collegiately.

Pete Durben has been most instrumental as a coach during my 
shooting career. He worked with me in air rifle to set goals, but 
also extensively in my slower-developing smallbore skills. I would 
not have been prepared for the rigors of collegiate shooting without 
Pete’s guidance as he taught me the importance of mental & physi-
cal. Pete, as well as high school mentors, and work supervisors, have 
taken the time to write letters of recommendation for me as I looked 
for scholarships and volunteer opportunities.

One summer, Mike Sunderman acted as my coach at Camp Perry. 
After Camp Perry, we embarked on a road trip to Fort Benning, GA. 
with my brother, Luke and Mike’s son, Patrick (now shooting for West 
Virginia). Mike spent two and a half weeks in a car with three teen-
agers and never once left us by the side of the road (threatened to 
leave us, yes---left us, no)! In addition to the coaching, we all have 
wonderful memories of that trip that will last a lifetime. “Uncle” Mike 
continues to support me as he keeps tabs on the TCU rifle team and 
calls to congratulate me on a good match, or to see what went wrong 
during a bad match.

Karen Monez, my coach at TCU, invited me to be a part of the rifle 
team even though my shooting career was brief and I did not have 
the scores many collegiate shooters possessed. She saw past the 
scores, recognized my hard work on the range and devotion to aca-
demics. Coach saw my potential, and has steadily molded me to be 
a better shooter.

Allie at TCU

Although I was not involved with 4H, my younger sister, Grace is 
a part of their shooting sports program. Her coach, Willy Elliott, has 
offered me a wonderful opportunity to volunteer with the 4H group 
when I am home. I am grateful to Willy for giving me the chance to 
share what others have taught me.

I would be remiss if I did not mention my parents (they’re alright 
sometimes I guess…only kidding). My parents were both new to this 
sport, but used their parental experience to guide me to make good 
choices and work towards my goals both in shooting and in life.

I hope to give back to the shooting community, to offer my small 
life experiences so that others can grow in the same sport that I love. 
I am one small part of this sport, molded by the experience of many. 
“Thank you” to all the shooters of Minnesota and those around our 
great nation, without the guidance and help offered by the shooting 
community, it is doubtful that I would have been able to achieve this 
national award.

KEEP SHOOTING STRONG! PLEASE SUPPORT    



JUNIOR SHOOTERS TURN IN SOLID SERVICE 
RIFLE PERFORMANCE AT CAMP PERRY 

By Mark Schoess

The 2013 Minnesota Service Rifle Team had a 
little different look this year at the National Rifle 
Matches.

A decidedly youthful look! For the first time in a 
long time, we were joined by two junior shooters, 
Sam Supplee and Mac Chapman.

Now Sam and Mac are not just any junior shoot-
ers; they are highly accomplished air rifle and 
smallbore competitors who shoot for St. Thomas 
Academy in Eagan, MN where they attend high 
school.

St. Thomas Academy Rifle Team has a lengthy 
and distinguished history. There are large trophies 
going back over 80 years in the halls next to the 
school’s indoor shooting range. The range has ten 
shooting lanes and has been in its present loca-
tion since 1965.

The St. Thomas Academy Rifle Team competes 
in the “sporter” category. They don’t wear shoot-
ing coats and the rules require the matches to be 
fired with rifles costing less than $600. They shoot 
from a distance of ten meters and shoot ten shots 
for record from three different positions: prone, 
kneeling and standing.

Sam and Mac’s school coach is CW4 Paul Pre-
blich who retired from active duty in the U.S. Army 
in 2003 and joined St. Thomas Academy after that.

How good is the St. Thomas Academy Rifle 
Team? Very good. In fact, the team has recently 
captured three national championships!

−  The U.S. Army JROTC National Service Cham-
pionship in Camp Perry, Ohio in Jan, 2013

−  The U.S. Army Jr. Air Rifle National Champi-
onship at Ft. Benning, Georgia in Feb, 2013

− The NRA Junior Rifle Indoor National Cham-
pionship in Forest Lake, Minn. in Mar, 2013

Going into the spring of 2013, Sam had no 
Service Rifle experience and Mac’s was somewhat 
limited. However, they both came to practices and 
area matches where they quickly picked up the 
skills needed to perform with match-grade AR-15 
rifles out to 600 yards. A lot of information was 
thrown at them and they handled it like pros and 
all the while having fun.

At Camp Perry , Sam and Mac had a full week 
of Service Rifle shooting. They shot individually 
in the President’s 100 Match and the National 
Trophy Individual Match. Sam and Mac also shot 
together as a team in the National Trophy Junior 
Team Match, coached by Kurt Borlaug and Tom 
Torborg. “Team St. Thomas Academy” gave their 
school another reason to be proud Probably the 
toughest challenge for new shooters at Camp Per-
ry are the team competitions, particularly when 
you figure out that the shooters on your right or 
left easily could be last year’s national champi-
ons! Sam and Mac were firing participants in both 
the National Trophy Rifle Team Match and the ev-
er-exciting National Trophy Infantry Team Match 
(AKA Rattle Battle). For both of these nerve-rack-
ing events, Sam and Mac stepped up to the plate 
like they were born to compete, shooting some 
excellent scores.

I think the other adult members of the 2013 
Minnesota Service Rifle Team would agree with me 
about the next point. Hanging around a couple of 
fine “kids” like Sam Supplee and Mac Chapman for 
a few weeks last summer went a long way to re-
storing our faith in the youth in this country and 
also for the future of our fine sport.

J & S Custom Gun Shop
17400 Kenwood Trl
Lakeville, MN 55044

952-435-7147

GunStop
Reloading
             Supplies, Inc.
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SUPPORTED MRRA AND 
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LONG TIME 
MINNESOTA SHOOTER
ROBERT H. VANGENE 

PASSES AWAY
By Irving Learner

On March 14, 2013 the Minnesota shoot-
ing community lost one of its legends, and 
we lost a great friend. After a 24-hour illness 
superimposed on longstanding major health 
issues, Bob Vangene died during his annu-
al winter stay in Arizona During his prime, 
which extended over an extraordinary period, 
Bob was one of the premier marksmen, espe-
cially in the smallbore position game, in our 
region, and, in fact, in the entire nation. Just 
two weeks before his death at age 89 Bob me-
daled in rifle in the Arizona Senior Olympics. 
At one time or other, often in the same year, 
Bob won the smallbore position state cham-
pionships in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, 
North Dakota and South Dakota as well as 
multiple Regional and Sectional champion-
ships and the Minnesota International cham-

pionship. Bob was outstanding in all four 
positions. His sitting scores were essentially 
identical to his strong prone scores, and his 
offhand was exceptional. In fact, for years in 
a Hudson, WI, gallery league, Bob was the 
perennial winner though he fired the entire 
four position course exclusively standing. He 
accomplished his NRA Distinguished award 
in smallbore position in 1970, and twenty 
years later added the Civilian Marksmanship 
Distinguished Rifleman in high power using 
his M1 rifle.

Bob started going to the National Matches 
at Camp Perry in 1966 and won the Small-
bore Intermediate Senior Position National 
Championship in 1983 and 1984. In later 
years he competed in the Senior category in 
a variety of rifle and pistol matches, usually 
being the oldest competitor by at least ten 
years. When match rifles became too heavy, 
he took up the CMP sporter rifle event and 
traveled to Camp Perry for the champion-
ships as recently as last summer.

Over the years Bob held a number of na-
tional records. His favorite, the smallbore 

metallic sight four position score of 397-
17X set both the Civilian and Open record 
in 1969 and continues to this day to be the 
high score, one of the longest standing na-
tional records ever. He was a member of the 
NRA elite 1600 club for those who fired the 
entire 160 shot outdoor prone match clean 
at a registered event.

He loved marksmanship of all kinds, and 
competed with borrowed equipment in the 
World Masters Games in rifle in Austra-
lia, Canada, and Denmark and in the World 
Crossbow Championships in Austria and 
medaled in all of these events. Winning was 
important to Bob, and he rarely walked away 
from shooting events without some kind of 
award even in his later years.
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TO:



 

This form available at www.mrra.org                   Rev May 2012 
MRRA reserves the right to reject any application. 

It’s time to renew your membership! 
 

Minnesota Rifle & Revolver Association (MRRA) 
Application For Regular Membership 

(Juniors use the Application for Juniors form at: mrra.org) 
 

[ ] New Application [ ] Renewal [ ] Change of Information 
 

 
______________________________________________ Minnesota Resident  Yes [ ]     No [ ]     
Last Name     First          Middle    
 
___________________________________ _______________________________________ 
Street Address     City            State    Zip Code  
        
Telephone _________________________  NRA Member # ________________________    
 
E-Mail ________________________________  Please send my newsletter by e-mail [    ] 
Sending newsletters by e-mail saves the MRRA printing & postage costs. I agree to notify the MRRA of  changes to my e-mail 
address. 
 
Please Check Areas Of Interest 
 

Hunting (Big game) [ ] Competition Competition Competition 
Hunting (Upland game) [ ] Rifle (Smallbore)  [ ] Pistol (Conventional)[ ] Cowboy Action [ ] 

Hunting (Waterfowl) [ ] Rifle (Highpower) [ ] Pistol (IDPA/USPSA) [ ] 3-Gun [ ] 
NRA Firearms Instructor [ ] Rifle (Long-range/Palma)  [ ] Pistol (International)[ ] BPCR [ ] 

NRA Firearms Coach [ ] Rifle (International) [ ] Trap [ ] Muzzleloading  [ ] 
DNR Instructor [ ] F-Class [ ] Skeet [ ] Silhouette [ ] 
Curios & Relics [ ]  Sporting Clays [ ] Air Rifle/Air Pistol [ ] 

I would like to join an MRRA Committee [ ] 
I would like more information about Legislative activities [ ] 
I would like more information about MRRA activities for Juniors [ ] 
 
MEMBERSHIP FEES: 
[ ]  1 Year $15.00 [ ]  5 Years $60.00 [ ]  Life Membership $350.00 
Memberships expire on December 31st. Memberships started late in the year will expire on Dec 31st of the following 
year.  
 
I authorize the MRRA to provide my contact information to MRRA affiliated clubs. I certify that I am not 
now, nor have I ever been a member of any organization which advocates the overthrow of the 
government of the United States by force or violence. I further certify that I have never been convicted of 
a felony, crime of violence or misdemeanor domestic violence, and that I am not otherwise prohibited 
from owning firearms. If accepted as a member of the Minnesota Rifle and Revolver Association, I 
pledge to practice good sportsmanship, support the MRRA, and uphold the Constitution of the United 
States and the Second Amendment. 
 
 
Signature: ________________________________________ Date: __________________ 
 

Mail Completed Form & Check to: 
Erik Rhode – MRRA Membership Secretary 

P.O. Box 143 
Farmington, MN 55024 


